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was 'a concern of the Africans,' as both sides agreed at the great Council of 411, and ' the churches beyond the seas' were to stand aside and communicate with the winner, after they had fought it out.
I will touch very briefly the development of the schism down to the time of Augustine. Rome had a traditional horror of the reiteration of sacraments, just as Carthage had a traditional laxity in that regard.1 Rome, therefore, could not hesitate to communicate with Csecilian, and that meant the support of the newly converted emperor for the Cascilianists. The Donatists, seeing that the imperial gifts were going exclusively to their rivals, appealed to the emperor for a decision. The case was, of course, decided against them at Rome, Aries, and Carthage, after a series of inquiries; and finally, by Constantine himself in 316. At first Constantine persecuted the schismatics, though he is said to have told the Africans eventually to settle the matter themselves. His successor took little more notice of them,
1 St. Cyprian having, a few years before, defended the practice resolutely in defiance of the bishop of Rome. I avoid the use of the word ' pope/ because every important bishop was called a pope at that time; Jerome gives that title to Augustine, and Augustine to Ajnbrose.ual.                                                                                •ver cups and a quantity of vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
